
1 Peter
Counsel to Suffering Christians



Did Jesus Go To Hell?
1 Peter 3:13-22
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The Apostle’s Creed



I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic* church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting.

*that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places



1 Peter

Living and suffering as the chosen People of God 
(1-2:17) 

Living and suffering in your own house (2:18-3:12) 

Living and suffering before a watching world (3:13-4) 

Leading God’s people through suffering (5)



The Church Before a 
Watching World

1 Peter 3:13-4:19 

Stay focused on Jesus (3:13-22) 

Live differently than the world (4:1-6) 

Love the family of God (4:7-11) 

Be faithful in suffering (4:12-19)



Stay Focused On Jesus

In your hearts, sanctify Jesus as Lord 

Christ also suffered for sins, once for all 

He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit 

Jesus Christ has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him



Key Texts

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is 
good?  But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, 
you are blessed.  Do not fear what they fear, and do not 
be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as 
Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone 
who demands from you an account of the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence (13-16).



Key Texts

Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 
Christ may be put to shame.  For it is better to suffer for 
doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to 
suffer for doing evil (16-17).



Key Texts

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the spirit … (18).



Key Texts

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all,  
          the righteous  

for the unrighteous,  
in order to bring you to God.  

He was put to death in the flesh,  
   but         made alive   in the spirit … (18).

} Contrast
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Suffering



Key Texts

… through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him 
(21-22).

Victory



Problem Texts

He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to 
the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
people, were saved through water.  And baptism, which 
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt 
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience … (18-21)



Who heard Jesus?

the spirits in prison,  

who in former times did not obey,  

when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, 
during the building of the ark



Did Jesus Go To Hell?

What does Peter affirm? 

Jesus went to the place of the dead and proclaimed his 
victory over death to those who were killed in Noah’s 
flood.



What is Hell?

One word translated ‘hell’ in the Old Testament 
“sheol” - the place of the dead 

Three words translated ‘hell’ in the New Testament 
“hades” - the place of the dead 
“gehenna” - the garbage dump outside Jerusalem 
“tartaroō” - throw into Tartarus



Was Jesus in Hell?

Did Jesus visit the place of the dead?  YES 

Was Jesus thrown into ‘the garbage dump’?  NO 

Was Jesus confined with the angels who sinned?  NO



New Question

Did Jesus experience the penalty of sin for all of us? 

YES!



What is Hell?

Hell is a place of utter separation from God …  

… empty of all hope, joy and peace … 

… where dead humans exist in anguish and remorse.



Setting the Captives Free
Ephesians 4



Does Baptism Save You?

… eight people, (Noah and family) 
            were saved through water.   
And baptism,                                which this prefigured,  
             now saves you 
—              not as a removal of dirt  
                                           from the body,  
                  but as an appeal to God  
                                           for a good conscience … 

Flood vs. 
Baptism

Noah’s family vs. 
Believers in Jesus

Physical vs. 
Spiritual

NO!



Stay Focused On Jesus

In your hearts, sanctify Jesus as Lord 

Christ also suffered for sins, once for all 

He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit 

Jesus Christ has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him



- Peter 3:18

“For Christ also SUFFERED for sins 
once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was PUT TO DEATH 
in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit ….” 


