
1 Peter
Advice for Christians in Hard Times



Suffering 
Under Injustice 

1 Peter 2:18-25



1 Peter 2:18-25

Slaves, 
accept the authority of your masters with all deference 

not only those who are kind and gentle 
but also those who are harsh.

respect

abusive, perverse





Slavery Today

About 40 million slaves 

$150 billion/year industry 

Manual Labour 

Service Industries 

Sex Slavery/Forced Marriage 

Child Slavery

www.freetheslaves.net/about-slavery/slavery-today/ 



So what would Peter 
say to slaves today?



For      it is to your credit 
if,              being aware of God 
           you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 
If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong 
          where is the credit in that? 
If you endure when you do right and suffer for it, 
          you have God’s approval

grace

grace



‘If you love those who love you,  
what credit is that to you?  

For even sinners love those who love them.   
If you do good to those who do good to you,  

what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same.   
If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive,  

what credit is that to you? 
Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.   
But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing 
in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the 
wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Luke 6:32-36
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For    to this you have been called, 
         because Christ also suffered for you, 
                      leaving you an example, 
                             so that you should follow in his steps.



Hope does not Disappoint

Suffering

Character

Endurance

Hope

Romans 5:3-5

God’s Love



‘He committed no sin 
        and          no deceit was found in his mouth.’ 
When he was abused          he did not return abuse; 
When he suffered                he did not threaten; 
but     he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.



He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that, 
       free from sins 
              we might live for righteousness; 
                       by his wounds you have been healed. 
For you were going astray like sheep 
      but now … you have returned to the shepherd 
                                                           and  guardian 
                                                                       of your souls.




