
What would Peter write to slaves today? 
Congregational Response 
Pray to the LORD for help (10X). 

• Pray to your God for guidance 
• Prayer to God to deliver you from this life that was not chosen but forced upon 

you. 
• Prayer for help; trust God. 
• Pray and ask God to help you find a way of escape 
• Beg the LORD to release you from your horrible conditions and to find comfort in 

his love. 
• I have no idea other than pray. 

 
I believe Peter would give the same advice today (2x) 

• He would probably tell them the same thing he did back then. 
 
Slavery should be outlawed (2x) 

• Do away with slavery 
 
Work for Justice (2x) 

• He would say to those who are neither slaves owners or slaves to work for justice 
for slaves. 

• Rise up people of God.  Bring justice to your land.  Break this bondage. 
 
I just do not know. 
 
Times have changed 
 
Keep on going.  If you keep faith in Christ, your gift of salvation will make it all worth it. 
 
Forgive your master. 
 
Masters should certainly treat slaves well.  Slaves should go to a union and ask for 
justice. 
 
Do to others what you want done to you. 
 
Humans choose to be slaves to media, money, etc.  Nothing satisfies humanity. 
 
Rise up.  It is better to die as a free man than live in oppression. 
  



1 Peter 2:18-25 
 
18 Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference, not only those who are 

kind and gentle but also those who are harsh. 19 For it is to your credit if, being aware of 

God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.  
20      If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that?  

But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it,       you have God’s approval.  
21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
22   ‘He committed no sin, 

          and    no deceit was found in his mouth.’ 
23   When he was abused, he did not return abuse;  

when he suffered,        he did not threaten;  

but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.  
24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live 

for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like 

sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls (NRSV). 

 

You who are servants, be good servants to your masters—not just to good masters, but 
also to bad ones. What counts is that you put up with it for God’s sake when you’re 
treated badly for no good reason. There’s no particular virtue in accepting punishment 
that you well deserve. But if you’re treated badly for good behavior and continue in spite 
of it to be a good servant, that is what counts with God. 
This is the kind of life you’ve been invited into, the kind of life Christ lived. He suffered 
everything that came his way so you would know that it could be done, and also know 
how to do it, step-by-step. 

He never did one thing wrong, 
Not once said anything amiss. 

They called him every name in the book and he said nothing back. He suffered in silence, 
content to let God set things right. He used his servant body to carry our sins to the Cross 
so we could be rid of sin, free to live the right way. His wounds became your healing. 
You were lost sheep with no idea who you were or where you were going. Now you’re 
named and kept for good by the Shepherd of your souls.                     (The Message) 
 

  



Peter’s Instructions (2:11-3:12) 
Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles  

1. Abstain from the desires of the flesh that wage war against the soul  
2. Conduct yourselves honourably among the Gentiles 
3. For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution 

As servants of God  
1. Live as free people 
2. Do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil 
3. Honour everyone 
4. Love the family of believers 
5. Fear God 
6. Honour the emperor 

To specific groups in the church 
1. Slaves, accept the authority of your masters with all deference (respect, 

submissiveness) 
2. Wives, in the same way, accept the authority of your husbands 

a. Do not adorn yourselves outwardly 
b. Let your adornment be the inner self  

3. Husbands, in the same way, show consideration for your wives in your life 
together 

a. Pay honour to the woman as the weaker sex 
4. All of you 

a. Have …  
i. Unity of spirit,  

ii. Sympathy,  
iii. Love for one another, 
iv. A tender heart, and  
v. A humble mind.  

b. Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse 
c. But, on the contrary, repay with a blessing 

5. Those who desire life and desire to see good days 
a. Let them keep their tongues from evil and their lips from speaking deceit 
b. Let them turn away from evil and do good 
c. Let them seek peace and pursue it  

 


