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THE OBEDIENT SERVANT
Isaiah 50



Thus says the Lord:  
Where is your mother’s bill of divorce  
    with which I put her away?  
Or which of my creditors is it  
    to whom I have sold you?  
No, because of your sins you were sold,  
    and for your transgressions your mother was put away.  
Why was no one there when I came?  
    Why did no one answer when I called?  
Is my hand shortened, that it cannot redeem?  
    Or have I no power to deliver?  
By my rebuke I dry up the sea,  
    I make the rivers a desert;  
their fish stink for lack of water,  
    and die of thirst.  
I clothe the heavens with blackness,  
    and make sackcloth their covering (Isaiah 50:1-3).



The Lord God has given me 
    the tongue of a teacher,  
that I may know how to sustain  
    the weary with a word.  
Morning by morning he wakens—  
    wakens my ear  
    to listen as those who are taught.  
The Lord God has opened my ear,  
    and I was not rebellious,  
    I did not turn backwards.  
I gave my back to those who struck me,  
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  
I did not hide my face  
    from insult and spitting (Isaiah 50:4-6).



The Lord God helps me;  
    therefore I have not been disgraced;  
therefore I have set my face like flint,  
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
    he who vindicates me is near.  
Who will contend with me?  
    Let us stand up together.  
Who are my adversaries? 
    Let them confront me.  
It is the Lord God who helps me;  
    who will declare me guilty?  
All of them will wear out like a garment;  
    the moth will eat them up (Isaiah 50:7-9).



Who among you fears the Lord 
    and obeys the voice of his servant,  
who walks in darkness 
    and has no light,  
yet trusts in the name of the Lord 
    and relies upon his God?  
But all of you are kindlers of fire,  
    lighters of firebrands.  
Walk in the flame of your fire,  
    and among the brands that you have kindled! 
This is what you shall have from my hand:  
    you shall lie down in torment.



PREPARE TO 
PRAISE THE 
LORD!
HOSANNA!
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THE OBEDIENT SERVANT
Isaiah 50



Our Father in heaven,

    hallowed be your name.

    Your kingdom come.

    Your will be done,

        on earth as it is in heaven.

    Give us this day our daily bread.

    And forgive us our debts,

        as we also have forgiven our debtors.

    And do not bring us to the time of trial,

        but rescue us from the evil one (Matthew 6:9-13 NASV)



CHRIST IN GETHSEMANE

 ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from me; yet not what I 
want but what you want.’

‘My Father, if this cannot pass 
unless I drink it, your will be 
done.’ (Matthew 26:39, 42)



THE SERVANT 
OF THE LORD

Isaiah 50



Thus says the Lord:  
Where is your mother’s bill of divorce 
    with which I put her away?  
Or which of my creditors is it  
    to whom I have sold you?  
No, because of your sins you were sold,  
    and for your transgressions your mother was put away.  
Why was no one there when I came?  
    Why did no one answer when I called?  
Is my hand shortened, that it cannot redeem? 
    Or have I no power to deliver?  
By my rebuke I dry up the sea,  
    I make the rivers a desert;  
their fish stink for lack of water,  
    and die of thirst.  
I clothe the heavens with blackness,  
    and make sackcloth their covering (Isaiah 50:1-3).



The Lord God has given me 
    the tongue of a teacher,  
that I may know how to sustain  
    the weary with a word.  
Morning by morning he wakens— 
    wakens my ear  
    to listen as those who are taught.  
The Lord God has opened my ear,  
    and I was not rebellious,  
    I did not turn backwards.  
I gave my back to those who struck me,  
    and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  
I did not hide my face  
    from insult and spitting (Isaiah 50:4-6).

God’s Servant Speaks



I GAVE MY BACK TO THOSE WHO 
STRUCK ME …

So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the 
crowd, released Barabbas for 
them; and after flogging Jesus, he 
handed him over to be crucified 
(Mark 15:15).



The Lord God helps me;  
    therefore I have not been disgraced;  
therefore I have set my face like flint,  
    and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
    he who vindicates me is near.  
Who will contend with me?  
    Let us stand up together.  
Who are my adversaries? 
    Let them confront me.  
It is the Lord God who helps me;  
    who will declare me guilty?  
All of them will wear out like a garment;  
    the moth will eat them up (Isaiah 50:7-9).

God’s Servant Speaks



ECHOES

What then are we to say about these things? 
If God is for us, who is against us?   
He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of 
us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  
 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? 

It is God who justifies.   
Who is to condemn? 

It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 

 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 



Who will separate us from the love of Christ?

Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?   

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us.  

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Romans 8:31-39).

As it is written,
‘For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’



Who among you fears the Lord 
    and obeys the voice of his servant,  
who walks in darkness 
    and has no light,  
yet trusts in the name of the Lord 
    and relies upon his God?  
But all of you are kindlers of fire,  
    lighters of firebrands.  
Walk in the flame of your fire,  
    and among the brands that you have kindled! 
This is what you shall have from my hand:  
    you shall lie down in torment.

Thus Says the Lord



THE VOICE OF GOD’S SERVANT

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice.  He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out (John 
10:3).

My sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and they follow me (John 
10:27).

Listen!  I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and 
you with me (Revelation 3:20).



Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,

    did not regard equality with God

    as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,

    taking the form of a slave,

    being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,

    he humbled himself

    and became obedient to the point of death—

    even death on a cross.



Therefore God also highly exalted him

    and gave him the name

    that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus

    every knee should bend,

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess

    that Jesus Christ is Lord,

    to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:5-11).



Your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.


