CONFESSION OF FAITH

GOD
FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT

INTRODUCTION

OUR BEST
PICTURE
OF GOD

JESUS SHOWS US THE FATHER
LUKE 15
•

‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go
after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it,
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes
home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to
them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.”
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who
need no repentance’ (4-7).

JESUS SHOWS US THE FATHER
LUKE 15
•

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them,
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until
she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the
coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents’ (8-10).

JESUS SHOWS US THE FATHER
LUKE 15
•

Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The
younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the share of
the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he
had and travelled to a distant country, and there he squandered
his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began
to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the
pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the
pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything’ (11-16).

JESUS SHOWS US THE FATHER
LUKE 15
•

But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying
of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your
hired hands.’” So he set off and went to his father (17-20).

JESUS SHOWS US THE FATHER
LUKE 15
•

But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”
But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the
best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals
on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate (20-24).

THE GOD OF LOVE HAS A MISSION
THE HEART OF GOD

•

Whoever does not love does not know God, for

God is love

(1 John 4:8).
•

For the Son of Man came to

the lost’ (Luke 19:10).
•

‘I came that they may have

seek out and to save

life, and have it

abundantly’ (John 10:10).

THE GOD OF LOVE HAS A MISSION
THE HEART OF GOD
•

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is
the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were
evil (John 3:16-19).

•

We believe in the one, true, living God, Creator of heaven and
earth. God is almighty in power, perfect in wisdom, righteous in
judgment, overflowing in steadfast love. God is the Sovereign
who rules over all things visible and invisible, the Shepherd who
rescues the lost and helpless. God is a refuge and fortress for
those in need. God is a consuming fire, perfect in holiness, yet
slow to anger and abounding in tender mercy. God comforts like a
loving mother, trains and disciplines like a caring father, and
persists in covenant love like a faithful husband. We confess God
as eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

GOD THE FATHER

•

God the Father is the source of all life. In Him we live and move
and have our being. The Father seeks those who will worship Him
in spirit and in truth, and hears the prayers of all who call on Him.
In the fullness of time, the Father sent the Son for the salvation of
the world. Through Jesus Christ, the Father adopts all who
respond in faith to the gospel, forgiving those who repent of their
sin and entering into a new covenant with them. God gives the
Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, to all His children. God’s creative and
redemptive love sustains this world until the end of the age.

STATEMENTS OF GOD’S CHARACTER
EXODUS 34:6-7
•

The Lord passed before him, and proclaimed,
‘The Lord, the Lord,
a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,
yet by no means clearing the guilty,
but visiting the iniquity of the parents
upon the children
and the children’s children,
to the third and the fourth generation.’

GOD’S COMPASSION
ISAIAH 66:12-13
•

For thus says the Lord:

•

I will extend prosperity to her like a river,
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream;
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm,
and dandled on her knees.
As a mother comforts her child,
so I will comfort you;
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

GOD’S COMPASSION
HOSEA 11:3-4
•

Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk,
I took them up in my arms;
but they did not know that I healed them.
I led them with cords of human kindness,
with bands of love.
I was to them like those
who lift infants to their cheeks.
I bent down to them and fed them.

BEYOND OUR UNDERSTANDING
ISAIAH 55:8-9
•

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

JESUS CHRIST OF
NAZARETH,
THE SON OF GOD

•

The Son, through whom all things were created and who holds all
things together, is the image of the invisible God. Conceived by
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, Jesus took on human
nature to redeem this fallen world. He revealed the fullness of
God through His obedient and sinless life. Through word and
deed, Jesus proclaimed the reign of God, bringing good news to
the poor, release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the
blind. Christ triumphed over sin through His death and
resurrection, and was exalted as Lord of creation and the church.
The Saviour of the world invites all to be reconciled to God,
offering peace to those far and near, and calling them to follow
Him in the way of the cross. Until the Lord Jesus returns in glory,
He intercedes for believers, acts as their advocate, and calls them
to be His witnesses.

THE NATURE OF JESUS
JOHN 1:1-11
•

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.

•

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light.

THE NATURE OF JESUS
JOHN 1:1-11
•

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.

•

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or
of the will of man, but of God.

THE NATURE OF JESUS
JOHN 1:1-11
•

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I
said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.”’)

•

From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

•

The Holy Spirit, the Counsellor, is the creative power, presence,
and wisdom of God. The Spirit convicts people of sin, gives them
new life, and guides them into all truth. By the Spirit, believers are
baptized into one body. The indwelling Spirit testifies that they
are God’s children, distributes gifts for ministry, empowers for
witness, and produces the fruit of righteousness. As Comforter,
the Holy Spirit helps God’s children in their weakness, intercedes
for them according to God’s will, and assures them of eternal life.

WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
TEAC HING AND TES TIFYING
•

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I
have said to you (John 14:26).

•

When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will
testify on my behalf (John 15:26).

GUIDANCE AND POWER
•

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth;
for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears,
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you (John 16:13-15).

•

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).

WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
EQUIPPING AND UNIFYING
•

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

•

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one
Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13).

TRINITY

ALL INVOLVED IN SALVATION
ROMANS 8:1-4
•

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.

ALLEGIANCE TO ALL
MATTHEW 28:19-20
•

And Jesus came and said to them,

•

‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’

