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THE CHURCH IN ROME
6-8 HOUSE CHURCHES IN THE SHADOW OF THE EMPIRE



House Churches in Rome
Priscilla and Aquila


1 Church meets at their 
house

Narcissus’s household 
and Herodion

Arisobulus’s household

Asyncritus, Phlegon, 
Hermes, Patrobas, 

Hermas, etc.

Philolgus, Julia, Nereus 
and his sister, Olympas, 

and the others.



Paul’s Train of Thought



Paul’s Train of Thought

Jesus is the Good News for the whole world.



Paul’s Train of Thought

Jesus is the Good News for the whole world.

The things you see on the street are ample 
evidence that humanity has a problem.



Paul’s Train of Thought

Jesus is the Good News for the whole world.

The things you see on the street are ample 
evidence that humanity has a problem.

Both religious and non-religious are incapable 
of doing the good they know they should.



Paul’s Train of Thought

Jesus is the Good News for the whole world.

The things you see on the street are ample 
evidence that humanity has a problem.

Both religious and non-religious are incapable 
of doing the good they know they should.

The Jews are God’s chosen and have His 
law but are no better than the rest.



Paul’s Train of Thought

Jesus is the Good News for the whole world.

The things you see on the street are ample 
evidence that humanity has a problem.

Both religious and non-religious are incapable 
of doing the good they know they should.

The Jews are God’s chosen and have His 
law but are no better than the rest.

God’s Revelation places everyone on 
the same level - guilty
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God’s Agenda

Reconcile all 
creation to Himself 

and renew and restore 
all creation

Chooses Abraham to 
establish a covenant  
relationship with the 
goal of touching the 

whole world.

Continues to work with 
the Jews despite their 
failures and ongoing 
rejection of His love. 

Sends Jesus to fulfill Israel’s 
mission showing us the Father and 

redeeming humanity and creation by 
his death and resurrection.

Continues to work 
with His Church 

despite their failures 
in both life and 

mission. 

Reveals Jesus as Lord of Lords 
and King of Kings to all  
humanity and creation.
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Connected Words

Justice Justify Righteousness

Faith Faithfulness Believe Trust

dikaiosdikaiōthēsdikaisunēn

pisteōs pistin pisteuontas pisteuonti

Righteous

dikaiōthēs
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God’s Righteousness Revealed

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God 
has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and 
the prophets, the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

The continuity and reliability 
of God’s purpose*

* N.T. Wright
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1. has been disclosed


… apart from law … 

2. and is attested 


by the law and the prophets

the righteousness of God 


through faith of / in Jesus Christ 

for all who believe. 

Revealed

Witnessed

The Hebrew 
Bible
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His glory in creation.
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So What?

Humanity,

the Descendants

of Adam and Eve

The New Humanity

the Apprentices


of Jesus

Everyone and everything in 
submission to Jesus




