
Why did God 
give  

Spiritual Gifts?
Ephesians 4:7-16



But each of us was given grace according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift.  
Therefore it is said, 

‘When he ascended on high  
    he made captivity itself a captive;  
    he gave gifts to his people.’ 

(Ephesians 4:7-10)



The gifts he gave were that some would be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 

pastors and teachers … 
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… to equip the saints
• for the work of serving others,  
• for building up the body of Christ,  
• until all of us come  

• to the unity  
• of the faith and  
• of the knowledge of the Son of God,  

• to maturity,  
• to the measure of the full stature of Christ.



Training God’s People

• Job Description of Apprentices of Jesus - work at  
serving others 

• Job Description of Apprentices of Jesus - build up 
God’s family (other local apprentices).



–The Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 12, 14)

“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can 
help each other.”  

“This makes for harmony among the members, 
so that all the members care for each other.” 

“But everything that is done must strengthen all 
of you.”



–The Apostle Peter (1 Peter 4)

“God has given each of you a gift  
from his great variety of spiritual gifts.  
Use them well to serve one another. 

Then everything you do will bring glory to God 
through Jesus Christ.” 
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