
Welcome to Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel

May the nations praise you, O God. 
    Yes, may all the nations praise you. 
Then the earth will yield its harvests, 

    and God, our God, will richly bless us. 
Yes, God will bless us, 

    and people all over the world will fear him.

Psalm 67:5-7



Captivated &  
Committed

Thriving & 
Thirsting

Bonding &  
Building

Inviting & 
Influencing

Discerning & 
Disarming

Purposeful & 
Persevering

Bonding & Building
Growing as Followers of Jesus



Church

Sanctuary 
Safety

Corruption 
and Abuse

Self-help and 
Good Deeds

Religious 
Experiences

Guilt 
Manipulation



Church

Why bother?



What is “Church”?

Building/ 
Place Organization Group of 

Jesus-followers



Jesus’ Commands

I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one 

another.

‘This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you.

I am giving you these commands so 
that you may love one another.

Echoed by the 
Apostle John 

“Beloved, let us love one 
another, because love is 
from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and 

knows God”  
(6 more times)

Echoed by the 
Apostle Peter 

“love one another 
deeply from the heart”

Echoed by the 
Apostle Paul 

“you yourselves have 
been taught by God to 

love one another” 
(2 more times)



Jesus’ Prayer

Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that 

they may be one, as we are one. 

I ask not only on behalf of these, but 
also on behalf of those who will 

believe in me through their word, that 
they may all be one.

As you, Father, are in me and I am in 
you, may they also be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have 

sent me.

The glory that you have given me I 
have given them, so that they may be 

one, as we are one

 I in them and you in me, that they 
may become completely one, so that 

the world may know that you have 
sent me …

…and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 



–the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 2:5)

“You also, like living stones, are being built into a 
spiritual house … offering spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 
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Experience of  
the First Church of Jerusalem

 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that 
day about three thousand persons were added.  They devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.

Acts 2:37-42



Experience of  
the First Church of Jerusalem

• They devoted themselves 

• to      the apostles’ teaching and 

•          fellowship, 

• to      the breaking of bread 

• and   the prayers.

Acts 2:37-42

Sharing Meals together

Listening to each other

Listening to God in Scripture

Talking to God together



Being the Church

• spent time together

• shared all their possessions together

• sold possessions to give to those in need

• spent much time together in the temple (worship)

• shared meals together

• experienced joy and exhibited generosity

• praised God

• were respected by all And day by day the Lord added to their 

number those who were being saved.

Acts 2:43-47
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Why bother with Church?

• The Holy Spirit teaches us when we listen to the Bible 
together. 

• Listening to one another’s heart opens the door for the 
Holy Spirit to work.  

• Sharing the Lord’s Supper as well as meals together 
creates space for the presence of Jesus. 

• Talking to God together sets the Holy Spirit loose to work 
transformatively and powerfully. 

• We can tell when the Spirit is at work when believers share 
their resources joyfully and are thrilled to worship and 
praise God together.



Why bother with Church?

• As a part of the family of God, we are transformed and 
encouraged to mature in ways we could never reach if we 
were trying to live the Christian life alone. 

• The church matters to Jesus, so they should matter to us.



–Jesus (Matthew 16:18)

“I will build my church, and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it.” 


