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The Lion of Judah, The Root of David (Rev 5:5) appears as a 
slain lamb.  This whole book is a Revelation of Jesus Christ.


What is Revelation?

It’s a book you don’t have to be afraid of.


Revelation is a mix of three styles of writing - Prophecy, 
Apocalypse, and Letter.


Prophecy (1:3) Speaking for God

God’s Word through a Prophet

• Calling God’s People back to faithfulness

• Warning of the future consequences of sin

• Giving comfort in times of crisis

Revelation brings Old Testament prophecy to its climax


Apocalypse (1:1) Imaginative and symbolic, it depicts the 
cosmic battle of God versus evil.

• A type of Jewish literature (some of Ezekiel and Daniel, other 

books outside the bible - 4 Ezra, 1 Enoch, etc.

• Symbolic visions that reveal a heavenly perspective on 

history in light of its final outcome.

• Meaningful images drawn from the Old Testament


Letter (1:4; 22:21) sent to seven churches in Asia Minor, what 
is now western Turkey.

• Written to specific people in a specific situation and time 

with a specific purpose

• Written from the prison island of Patmos


The three styles of writing all converge into a unique style in 
the Revelation of Jesus Christ.


The Revelation is from the Trinity.

• God the Father - from him who is and who was and who is 

to come

• God the Holy Spirit - the seven spirits who are before his 

throne

• God the Son - Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 

from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth


What does John want us to remember about Jesus?

• he is a faithful witness - he has conquered fear

• he is resurrected - he has conquered death

• he is King of all Kings - he has conquered all powers

• he is a lamb who conquers by love


John dedicates his writing to Jesus (1:5-6) - and our response 
to all that Jesus has done for us is …

• grateful worship,

• faithful allegiance, and

• holy service.


Jesus’ Return is celebrated in the book (1:7)


The Revelation comes with God’s own authority (1:8)


Purpose of the book

• Written to believers dealing with social pressure, tempted 

towards apathy and accommodation.

• Written to give courage and hope in the midst of suffering.

• Written to bring praise to God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

• Written to be understood by those who first heard it.

• Written to be relevant for every generation afterwards.


Revelation 1:1-8 12 January 2020
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