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Tomorrow is the Epiphany, the day the western church celebrates the 
coming of the Magi.  The eastern church (a.k.a the Orthodox Church) 
celebrates Christmas on Tuesday, December 25, 2019 on the Julian 
Calendar (70 B.C.) which is January 7 on our calendar, the Gregorian 
Calendar (A.D. 590-604).  For most of the 21st Century the Gregorian 
Calendar will continue to be 13 days ahead of the Julian Calendar.  


The Wise Men - as the Magi have come to be called - came from a distant 
land to worship a new king important enough to have his birth announced 
in the stars.  These men studied the stars and discovered the significance 
of this new addition to the heavens.  We don’t know what texts they 
studied, whether they had access to the Jewish Scriptures, or how they 
discerned that the new king was from Judea.  


Other people sought for wisdom in the ancient world.  Solomon compiled 
a great stock of sayings from the nations around and from his own store of 
wisdom.  We have that recorded for us in the book of Proverbs.  The first 
chapter of the book gives us the basic ideas of the book and introduces us 
to Lady Wisdom who invites the reader to open his or her heart and mind 
to what is coming.


Proverbs chapter two gives us the big picture, and answers the question, 
”What’s this book all about?”  Proverbs contains commands to obey and 
sayings to ponder.  All of the content of the book is centred around the 
fear of the Lord.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge 
…” (Prov. 1:7).  We are called into the hunt for Lady Wisdom and the 
search for understanding.  The dangers we face are the deceit and 
seduction, represented by the man of evil and the woman of evil.


The chapter begins … 

“My child, if you will receive my sayings, and hide my commands with you 
…  … if you cry our for understanding, if you lift your voice for insight, if 
you seek her like silver, and search for her like treasure …”  The book calls 
the reader from an armchair consideration of ideas to the search for the 



purpose and use for these ideas, for wisdom is not only knowing what to 
do at the right time, but actually doing it.


 The words describe an intense desire for wisdom and understanding, a 
valuable treasure.  The motivation of the hunter is to listen to wisdom and 
to pursue understanding with his or her whole heart.  The result is amazing 
- understanding the fear of the Lord and finding the knowledge of God.


Solomon goes on to focus on the source of all wisdom, the covenant-
keeping God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the Lord.  He 
generously shares his knowledge and understanding, giving wisdom and 
sound judgement.  Notice how uprightness, justice and faithful obedience 
or righteousness are paralleled in the text.  It’s one of the devices of 
Hebrew poetry which add so much to richness of the text.  


God’s desire is for wisdom to act as a protector - a shield and guardian - 
for those who walk in purity and innocence, who maintain the right, and 
who continue in faithful obedience.  The result echoes the result we saw in 
the previous section - understanding, wisdom, and knowledge.


And what are we to understand?

If you diligently hunt for wisdom …

Then you will understand the fear of the Lord 

	 	 and gain the knowledge of God (2:5).

Then you will know righteousness, justice and purity (2:9).


The second half of the chapter describes the choice between two paths - 
the way of life and the way of destruction.  Discretion and understanding 
are to guard and keep you from the twin dangers of deceit and seduction.

They are the way of evil and death.


First we meet the man of evil - speaking to deceive, cleverly plotting evil 
and walking in darkness.  His steps are devious and his paths are crooked.  


Secondly we meet the woman of evil - flattering to entice while leading her 
guests to their deaths.  


Discretion and understanding will keep you on the road with those who are 
faithful to the Lord and help you stay on the right path while others around 
you may stray.  That’s the third result of pursuing wisdom.




To lay it out, let’s try to paint the picture we’re seeing.  Wisdom protects us 
from 1) the man of evil.  This man uses perverse words and dark ways.  
Evil delights him and he rejoices in perversion.  His life and ways are 
crooked and devious.


Wisdom also protects us from 2) the woman of evil.  This woman uses 
seductive words.  She violates promises and forgets vows, pretending 
there are no consequences for following her actions.  But following her is a 
pathway to death and involvement with her is a black hole without escape.


But while we may know people who fit this description, the writer is using 
these figures as illustrations.  The ideas they represent are alive and well in 
our culture and our daily lives.  They represent deceit and seduction.


Deceit uses words to twist reality, offering just enough truth to be credible 
and then putting its spin on it.  We see that in the advertising on our 
screens - television, computer or smart phone.  In social media people 
present themselves in ways that often mask their true form.  And it’s all a 
subtle type of manipulation, usually trying to get us to spend money.  


This deceit focuses on making us want what they’re selling because it will 
bring us power or prestige, happiness or relief from pain, the admiration of 
others or the restoration of some deficit we think we have.  The sidebar on 
Facebook beckons, “… make yourself beautiful” with clothes from this 
company.


This voice in advertising, media, conversations, and ultimately in our own 
heads offers us a chance to do something for ourselves for a change, to 
finally be on a level playing field with everyone else.  


Judging by the level of consumer debt in Canada, most Canadians who 
pay attention to this voice are losing their lives to debt.  


If the Man of Evil represents deceit, the Woman of Evil represents 
seduction.  Seduction also twists reality, luring us into something new, 
something we’ve missed out on, or something we’ve lost.  The slogan, 
“Try it, you’ll like it,” is one of seduction’s typical messages.




Often the manipulation is fairly obvious.  A handsome man standing 
beside a new Audi, or a gorgeous woman waiting by that new BMW speak 
volumes just by their presence.  If you want to be like me, buy this car.  Or 
sometimes the reverse, if you buy this car this is the kind of man or woman 
who will be attracted to you.  It sounds silly when we say it out loud, but 
it’s there in plain sight.  And you can exchange Kia for Audi and Ford for 
BMW and get the same result.


Seduction focuses on making us want pleasure, fulfillment, comfort, 
security, love, safety, and/or excitement.  It offers us a chance to fulfill that 
longing or need that we feel we just “have to have.”  The trick is that often 
the lies seduction spins ahead of time actually create this longing or need 
in us.  Then, presto, they offer us the very thing we’ve been made to feel 
that we need.  

 

Judging by the sex-saturated culture we have developed and the 
problems with childhood obesity, we’ve bought into these lies about who 
we are and are indoctrinating our children with the same blind 
consumerism.  Due to seduction Canadians are dying from indulgence.


Proverbs lays out our choices in this matter - there are only two paths and 
you are choosing one or the other every minute of every day we live.  The 
path of obedience to God and upright and blameless lives enabled by the 
forgiveness Jesus offers and the Spirit who empowers us, or the way of 
darkness in which we’re trapped by our own deceit and seduced by our 
own desires.


The question this text asks me is “Which path will I choose this week?”


Jesus put it this way, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide 
and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and there are many who 
take it.  For the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, and 
there are few who find it.”   (Matthew 7:13-14) 



Communion


The incredible truth in the midst of all this is that Jesus came to offer us 
hope in the midst of this very broken world.  My relationship with God 
does not rest on my perfect performance of all his commands, but in 
receiving his forgiveness grounded in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.  
Even when we have been caught up in the path of deceit and seduction, 
we can come for forgiveness.  Beginning a relationship with Jesus is 
actually very simple.  If we believe that what he did - dying on the cross 
and rising the third day - he did for each of us, we tell him that we are 
honoured to accept his gift of forgiveness and pledge to make Him our 
King in all of life.


That’s how simple the door into a life of faith is.  But that’s not all there is 
to it.  Just like a wedding leads into a marriage, so a commitment to Jesus 
leads into a life of following Him.  
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