
A Look at Jesus

Blaine Lake Gospel Chapel

January 26, 2020


What your image of Jesus?  Take a moment to imagine each of these images from Scripture 
and note your inner reaction to each one.


Is it the Christmas creche scene with Jesus in the manger, or in the arms of Mary?

Is it Jesus teaching while walking the roads of Galilee with his disciples?

Is it Jesus in mental anguish and desperation, praying in the garden of Gethsemane?

Is it Jesus faint and starving in the wilderness, triumphing over Satan’s temptations?

Is it Jesus seated on the mountain, teaching his disciples and a huge crowd of listeners?

Is it Jesus walking on the water, scaring his disciples half to death?

Is it Jesus the good shepherd, willing to lay down his life for his sheep?

Is it Jesus challenging would-be followers to abandon family responsibilities?

Is it Jesus welcoming little children while his disciples look on scandalized?

Is it Jesus making a whip and clearing the temple of bankers and retailers?

Is it Jesus inviting the burdened and weary to come to him and find rest?

Is it Jesus - prince of peace - whose coming brought conflict between his followers and their 

families and communities?

Is it Jesus demanding that his followers embrace a symbol of disgrace and torture and follow 

him?

Is it Jesus hanging on the cross - that symbol of disgrace and torture, dying in humiliation and 

agony?

Is it Jesus risen, appearing to his disciples, leaving them gasping in fear and wonder?

Is it Jesus risen, confronting an enemy outside the gates of Damascus and offering him grace?

Is it Jesus speaking with a voice like Niagara Falls, shining like the sun, standing as the one 

who initiated the history of the world and who will one day bring history to a close?

Is it Jesus, riding on a white horse, bringing the armies of heaven to free the earth from sin and 

evil?


So which Jesus is the real Jesus?  They all are.  If Jesus is God come in physical form, taking 
on our embodiment and limitations, then he’s far too complex to be described in one or two 
images.  Our understanding of Jesus also grows as we spend time with him and walk with him 
through the years of our lives.  Our image of Jesus can also be eroded by the experiences of 
life or by our disobedience or unfaithfulness.  


Jesus looks different to me now than when I was a young man, and that’s how it should be.  I 
would hope that I’d learn something new about Jesus each year I walk with him — I’d like to 
say every day, but I’m not sure I’ve got that high a capacity for learning.
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How do we know if we’ve learned something new about Jesus?  Well, our language about him 
changes, our behaviour changes - sometimes becoming bolder, sometimes gentler - as we 
become more sensitive to God’s Spirit within us, growing the character of Jesus in us.  


In the book of Revelation, John’s favourite image for Jesus is a lamb, killed as if for sacrifice or 
butchering, standing before the throne of God.  But that’s not the way he opens the book.  
When we first encounter Jesus in the book of Revelation we hear this …


It was the Lord’s Day, and I was worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I heard behind me a 
loud voice like a trumpet blast.  It said, “Write in a book everything you see, and send it 
to the seven churches in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”


When I turned to see who was speaking to me, I saw seven gold lampstands. And 
standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. He was 
wearing a long robe with a gold sash across his chest. His head and his hair were white 
like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes were like flames of fire. His feet were like 
polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice thundered like mighty ocean 
waves. He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from 
his mouth. And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance.


 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right hand on me and 
said, “Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last. I am the living one. I died, but look—I 
am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave.


“Write down what you have seen—both the things that are now happening and the 
things that will happen. This is the meaning of the mystery of the seven stars you saw in 
my right hand and the seven gold lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. (Revelation 
1:10-20).


Pure white head and hair, eyes of fire, feet of molten bronze, voice like Niagara, a sword for a 
tongue and a face shining like the sun.   Wow, hard to even imagine how an artist would create 
that, even with computer graphics!  No wonder John collapsed like he had died.  The first 
words after he sees this stunning image are typical of Jesus, “Don’t be afraid.”  When Jesus 
got into the boat after walking across the sea to his disciples, he said, “don’t be afraid.”  When 
the risen Jesus appears to his disciples as they hid from the Jewish authorities the first thing he 
says is, “don’t be afraid.”


Yes, you’re in the presence of the Creator of the universe; yes, you’re kneeling before the most 
powerful being you will ever meet; yes, even a look at me knocks you over; but don’t be afraid.  
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John’s introduction to the book has reminded us that Jesus rules the earth and one day he will 
return and all those on earth will see their king.  His blessing on us as readers and listeners 
bears repeating,  “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it …”


John identifies himself to his listeners as a brother and a partner.  The three things he highlights 
that they share are God’s rule on the earth, suffering and patient endurance.  That’s not by 
accident.  Jesus inaugurated God’s rule by patiently enduring the suffering he faced.  In this 
vision, Jesus’ people follow him in that way, preparing for the coming of God’s rule in all its 
glory.  What’s the message we have to give to the world? John distills it to the word of God and 
our testimony about Jesus.  In God’s Word we have the truth about reality, life and humanity’s 
destiny, and our testimony shows how that Word relates to daily life as we’ve experienced it.  
Both of these are needed in sharing Jesus with others. 


Now I want to highlight a word that you’ll see often in this book.  It’s the word “like.”  Not, I like 
you, but “this is similar to the reality I’ve experienced, but there’s something I can’t quite 
describe about this.”  John’s vision is mind-blowing, so he’s trying to describe some things that  
are beyond his experience.  You’ll see this word a lot in this book.  


John focuses his message on seven churches in western Turkey.  There were other churches in 
the area as well, but the revelation is sent to seven - again, probably due to the common 
understanding of the number seven - a number of completeness.   The message for these 
seven is for the whole church.


For the description John gives to Jesus now, he opens his bag of Old Testament images and 
pulls one from Daniel chapter 7 which encompasses the dominion and glory of God.


As I watched, 
thrones were set in place, 

    and an Ancient One took his throne; 
his clothing was white as snow, 

    and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames, 

    and its wheels were burning fire. 
A stream of fire issued 

    and flowed out from his presence. 
A thousand thousand served him, 

    and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. 
The court sat in judgement, 

    and the books were opened.


Then he describes the destruction of evil rulers in rebellion against God.  He continues … 
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As I watched in the night visions,


I saw one like a human being 
    coming with the clouds of heaven. 

And he came to the Ancient One 
    and was presented before him. 

To him was given dominion 
    and glory and kingship, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 
    should serve him. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
    that shall not pass away, 

and his kingship is one 
    that shall never be destroyed (Daniel 7:9-14).


Where else in the New Testament do we see someone shining white as light?  Jesus takes 
Peter, James and John up a mountain.  “There he was transfigured before them.  His face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light” (Matt. 17:2).   Mark adds, 
“whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.”


John is describing Jesus in a way that shows the glory of His Father shining right through him.  
That shouldn’t surprise us.  After all Jesus said, “if you’ve seen me, you’ve seen the 
Father” (John 14).


The rest of John’s description is also grounded in the prophets Daniel and Ezekiel.  Later in 
Daniel’s visions he sees a man from heaven who also knocks him over.  He describes him, “His 
body was like beryl, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like 
the gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound of his words like the roar of a multitude” (Daniel 
10:5-6). 


The voice like Niagara comes from Ezekiel, “I saw the glory of the God of Israel coming from 
the east.  His voice was like the roar of rushing waters …” (Ezekiel 43:2). 


The sword coming from Jesus’ mouth also reflects the power of God’s Word.  The Apostle Paul 
writes about “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17).  And the 
author of the book to the Hebrews writes, “Indeed, the word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; 
it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).


Jesus comes to us both as a loving shepherd and a conquering King.  But if the curtain 
between heaven and earth were drawn back and we would see him as he is in all his glory, we 
too would fall at his feet as if dead, just like John.
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Who is this Jesus, he describes himself as “the First and the Last, the Living One.  I died, but 
look—I am alive forever and ever!  And I hold the keys of death and the grave.”
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