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What an odd picture for a king!  In John’s vision in the Revelation, the last book of the bible, he 
is told by one of the elders in heaven that the lion of Judah, the root of David will be the only 
being in heaven or on earth to set in motion God’s plan for the ages.  Then he looks to see this 
mighty individual and there he sees a lamb, standing as if it had been killed, blood and 
everything.  It’s an odd picture of a conquering king.


But then Jesus’ way of being king has always confused and frustrated his followers.  When 
Jesus was walking with Peter and his friends all those centuries ago, Jesus shared that he had 
come to suffer and die and rise again.  Peter and the others protested violently - that’s not 
going to happen to the Messiah while they were around to do something about it.


That is one of the key things Jesus came to reveal about God - he transforms the world, not 
through power plays and violence, but through sacrificial love.  And since Jesus is our best 
picture of God, we can expect God to continue to work through His Spirit just as Jesus worked 
when he was physically here among us.


The Book of Revelation has been a source of all kinds of interpretations - in fact it is probably 
the least agreed upon biblical book in Christian history.  In just about every century of the 
church’s existence someone has come out with an interpretation outlining how the evidence 
points to this era being the time of Christ’s return.  And people have been identifying various 
human figures as the Antichrist throughout history.  


Over the next weeks I’d like to take you on a tour of some of the aspects of this wonderful 
book and show you how it gives comfort and hope to believers facing persecution and to those 
struggling with an economic and political system that is hostile to God.  As our society moves 
more and more away from biblical values and morals, we can look to some of the coping 
strategies John gives to the churches of his day.


The book opens by identifying itself - The revelation of Jesus Christ … to his servant John.”  
This whole book reveals Jesus as the king of the world who sets the world right.  Jesus is the 
centre and focus of Revelation - not just this book, but of the whole of God’s revelation in 
Scripture.  When John first sees Jesus in this book he drops like a rock to the ground as if he 
were dead, yet Jesus touched him and said, “Fear not!”  This revelation is to give hope and 
comfort, not fear.  So if we’ve read Revelation before and come away confused and frightened, 
then we haven’t seen it the way Jesus wants us to see it.
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So what kind of book is Revelation?


Revelation is a prophecy.  Now, most of us see prophecy as foretelling something that is going 
to happen in the future.  There is some of that in prophecy, but that’s not its main function.  A 
prophet is someone who speaks for God.  And prophecy is the message God wants people to 
hear, most often being turn from the garage that’s destroying your life and renew your 
relationship to me so I can offer you a wonderful future.


A prophet calls God’s people back to faithfulness, warns of the consequences of continuing in 
sin, and gives comfort in times of crisis.  Let’s look at three examples from the Old Testament.


Hosea 6 opens with a call to come back to the Lord after unfaithfulness …

Come on, let’s go back to God.

    He hurt us, but he’ll heal us.

He hit us hard,

    but he’ll put us right again.

In a couple of days we’ll feel better.

    By the third day he’ll have made us brand-new,

Alive and on our feet,

    fit to face him.

We’re ready to study God,

    eager for God-knowledge.

As sure as dawn breaks,

    so sure is his daily arrival.

He comes as rain comes,

    as spring rain refreshing the ground.” (Hosea 6:1-3)


As Revelation talks about the coming of Jesus, remember that his coming will be like rain in 
spring, refreshing the earth and giving everything that “new” aroma.


Jonah is an example of warning people of the consequences of their sin.  Here’s one of the few 
examples where a true prophet of God predicts something that doesn’t come true.  

He came to the capital of the empire of his day and declared to the people that the capital city, 
called Nineveh, would be destroyed in just over a month.

Then he climbed a hill to watch the fireworks.  When the city turned to God, from the king to 
the beggars, God forgave them and didn’t follow through on his punishment.  Jonah was 
miffed!   Jonah was one of the few revivalists who pouted when a revival actually happened!  
He had wanted these enemies of Israel to get what they deserved.  The point of Jonah is really 
about forgiving our enemies, not a ride in a giant fish!


And one of the most famous passages of prophetic comfort is in Isaiah 40.  “Comfort, O 
comfort my people,” says your God.  “Speak kindly to Jerusalem …”  Jerusalem would suffer 
tremendous devastation and exile, but following that they would return to the Lord and to their 
land and enjoy the blessing of God.  But even then Isaiah warns them, “Get rid of those stupid 
idols!”
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The prophecy in Revelation is the same kind of book - it brings the Old Testament prophecy to 
its climax and called God’s New Covenant people to faithfulness.


Revelation is also an apocalypse.  An apocalypse is a kind of Jewish writing that was popular 
from a couple of two hundred years before Jesus came to a couple of hundred years after his 
coming.  Now today we have Zombie Apocalypses, Apocalypse Now, etc.  A couple of years 
ago the New York Times ran an article on Surviving the Apocalypse and used this image as the 
heading - survival gear for the end of the world as we know it.  That’s a rather recent use of the 
word apocalypse, and one taking from a misreading of the book of Revelation.


What John means by calling this book an apocalypse - we translate that word “Revelation” - is 
that it falls into a kind of Jewish writing, a kind of writing that his audience would have known 
well.  Parts of Ezekiel and Daniel are written in apocalyptic style and a number of others - from 
4 Ezra and 1 Enoch to The War of the Sons of Light against the Sons of Darkness, we know of 
at least two dozen apocalyptic books, some from the Dead Sea Scrolls discovered around 
1950.  


All these books use meaningful images from the Old Testament to communicate the author’s 
intent.  And Revelation is no different.  If you want to catch on to what the author is driving at 
you have to check out the symbols in the Old Testament.  All in all, the symbolic visions are 
designed to give a heavenly perspective on world history in light of God’s final triumph.


The third type of literature John uses is a letter.  This is a letter written to specific people - the 
members of the churches he names in Asia, a Roman province, now western Turkey.  John 
writes from the prison island of Patmos where he’s been exiled because of his witness for 
Jesus.  He writes to seven churches he knows well and puts them in the order a traveler would 
visit if someone went on a road trip starting in Ephesus, the major centre in the area, and the 
third largest city in the empire.


They live in a specific situation and time, probably late in the First Century, under the Emperor 
Domitian when Emperor worship was just getting the wind in its sails.  The letter has a specific 
purpose - to help these believers hang on in the midst of extremely challenging circumstances.  
Hence the reminder of Jesus as the faithful witness - he is faithful and now they need to be 
faithful.


“John, to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace”  That’s the intent of the 
book, to bring these readers grace and peace.  That remains God’s primary message through 
this book to us - to bring us grace and peace.  Whatever meaning this book holds for us, is 
must be anchored in what John meant these churches, the first readers and hearers, to 
understand.


So this letter-prophecy-apocalypse all comes together in this book we call “Revelation”  By the 
way, this is one revelation, not many.  John specifically says “the revelation” - that means he 
has one overarching message through the entire letter.
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And who is the giver of this revelation?  John specifically identifies 

• God the Father - from him who is and who was and who is to come

• God the Holy Spirit - the seven spirits who are before his throne

• God the Son - Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of 

the kings of the earth.


This is about as strong a reference to the Trinity as you can get.  This book that points to God’s 
final triumph over evil is from Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Don’t let the “seven spirit” language 
throw you.  Numbers are also symbols in this book, just like colours.  The number 7 stands for 
completeness or wholeness.  The seven-fold Spirit is the Spirit that Jesus promised his 
disciples and poured out on those early followers in the book of Acts.  The Spirit is also the one 
who comes to live in us and direct our lives toward obedience to Jesus.


John describes Jesus in three ways - reminding us of what should be uppermost in our minds 
as we read.  The is the faithful witness, one who kept true to God and his purposes in spite of 
great suffering - he conquered fear.  He is the resurrected one - he has conquered death.  And 
he is the King of kings - he has conquered all other powers, political and spiritual.  From the 
gospels we know he conquers by love, and here too his conquest is as a lamb, slain before the 
foundation of the earth.


The book is dedicated to that Jesus, the one “who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 
blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (Rev 1:5-6).  Jesus died to free us from our sins, was raised 
to life to bring us into the kingdom of God and to be a fellowship of priests, serving God in the 
name of Jesus to bring his good news to the world.  And our response to this incredible love is 
1) grateful worship for our deliverance from sin at great cost; 2) faithful allegiance to our risen 
King, and 3) service as those who are holy, set apart for God’s work.


John then bursts out in a glorious shout of victory!

Look! He is coming with the clouds;


every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him;


and on his account

all the peoples of the earth will wail.


So it is to be.  Amen. (7)

Jesus is coming back - obvious to everyone and clearly a fearful thing to those who abuse his 
followers.  This Jesus is the focus of the whole book!


And just in case John’s readers are wondering if they can trust this ‘revelation,’ John verifies his 
authority as coming from God himself, 


‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’

says the Lord God,


who is and who was, and who is to come,

the Almighty. (8)
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So as we wrap up for this morning, Revelation was written to 

• believers dealing with apathy and accommodation.

• give courage and hope in the midst of suffering.

• bring praise to God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

• be understood by those who first heard it.

• be relevant for every generation afterwards.


So what do we do about it?  Well, even before we get into the meat of the book, we already 
know how John wants us to respond.


We are to worship the Lord with a grateful heart, to keep our allegiance to Him pure and 
faithful, and to serve him as people set apart for God.  While all three are to be prominent in our 
lives, we can usually only work on one thing at a time.  So choose one of these to focus on.  


To prompt worship, pay attention to the many scripture passages that highlight what Jesus has 
done for us.


To guide our loyalty to God, take note of how you respond when given an opportunity to care 
for others in the name of Jesus.  And note your response when the enemy tries to eat away at 
your obedience in temptation.


For service to God, simply ask the Lord each morning to guide you into the opportunities he 
has for you this day.  Then keep your eyes open through the day to see where God’s at work 
and join him there.


Try at least one of these this week.  We’re still in start-up mode for the year ahead, and I know 
that I am being challenged to be more intentional about each of these this year.  
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