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Here’s an ancient letter written to the first generation of Jesus-followers, and it opens 
like this:


Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ. I write this to you whose 
experience with God is as life-changing as ours, all due to our God’s straight 
dealing and the intervention of our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Grace and 
peace to you many times over as you deepen in your experience with God and 
Jesus, our Master. 
 Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has been miraculously given to 
us by getting to know, personally and intimately, the One who invited us to God. 
The best invitation we ever received! We were also given absolutely terrific 
promises to pass on to you—your tickets to participation in the life of God after 
you turned your back on a world corrupted by lust. 

Suppose you got a call from someone who said they wanted to talk to you.  Naturally 
you asked them who they were and what they wanted to talk about.  And then you hear 
this in a solid British accent, “I am a servant of her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth, and I’ve 
been sent with a message to you.”

So, are you curious, interested in listening, perhaps you wonder, if a little doubtfully, 
what the queen might want to say to you?  That’s how Peter opens his letter, Simon 
Peter, and servant and messenger of King Jesus.  Notice what he says about King 
Jesus in these verses.

Jesus is the Messiah-King, the one promised by God to lead and save his people.  
Jesus is our God and Saviour - not that’s an amazing claim, one we may have gotten 
used to but Peter’s readers would still have heard it with wonder.  And Jesus is Lord, 
that means above Caesar, who claimed to be lord of all.  But Jesus is Lord of our 
politics, Lord of our economics, Lord of our fears and joys, Lord of viruses and virtues, 
Lord of everything and everyone in heaven, and on earth, and anywhere else you can 
imagine.

And this Jesus has given us faith, belief in Him, through his justice that turns the 
world’s values upside down and declares the sinner who believes to be in the right 
because of the death and resurrection of Jesus - amazing grace!

Through Jesus’ divine power we are given everything we need to live a life that reflects 
his teachings and values.  We are given terrific promises of what our life in God will 
look like.  All of this comes together in our lives as we get to know this Jesus, the one 
who invited us into relationship with God and sustains us in that relationship.  This 
friendship with Jesus transforms us so we begin to live out his goodness.




Jesus’ purpose in all of this is that we are freed from the corrosive power of sin (that 
force that draws us away from God) and its ally, untamed desire.  Elsewhere, the 
Apostle John tells us that the enemy of God uses our physical desires, the desires that 
come as we see others’ success or possessions, and the desire to be number one 
which creeps into so much of what we say and do.  So the negative side to Jesus’ 
presence and promises is the eradication of all that would keep us from becoming 
what God designed us to be and to do.

On the other hand Jesus’ presence and promises are to draw us into the life of God.  
Into a life filled with the presence of God’s Spirit, a life filled with confidence of God’s 
care and gratitude for the gifts God gives along the way.  Even in trouble we can 
experience God’s peace as we turn our worries and fears over to Him and allow Him to 
resolve them in His own way and time.

Now I don’t find that particularly easy when I’m faced with an immanent threat to 
myself, my family or my future.  So how do these promises work in times like that?

First, the Bible isn’t a magic book that has spells for you to recite and control how God 
behaves or how life turns out.  Secondly, the promises in the Bible have to be read as 
given to those to whom they are given.  For instance, you can’t take God’s promise to 
Abraham that he’ll have a son in his old age and expect your wife to get pregnant at 
89.

All of the Bible, including its promises, needs to be read with context and the style of 
writing in view.  But, that doesn’t mean we don’t have promises directly from Jesus.

Jesus said, “ … anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; … This is indeed the 
will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and 
I will raise them up on the last day” (John 6:37,40).  Jesus promises that all who come 
to him and believe in him will receive welcome from God, eternal life and be raised 
again at the last day.  We never have to fear being turned away by God when we come 
as those who trust in Jesus.

Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14).  Jesus 
promised that he would meet our deepest needs and that his Spirit within us would 
overflow in blessing to others.  We never have to fear that we don’t have the resources 
to walk God’s way and give love to others.

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-29).  Jesus 
promises the weary and burdened rest.  Becoming his apprentice in gentleness and 
humility is the pathway to true rest.  We never have to fear that Jesus will demand more 
of us than he gives us strength to do.

Jesus said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  We know that Jesus endured the 
worst the world and evil could throw at him. He knows what it feels like to be helpless 
and alone.  His promise is that we’ll never have to face any crisis or challenge without 



his presence and help.  That doesn’t mean things always work out the way we want, 
but it does mean strength and hope along the way.  We never have to fear being alone.

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that 
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it” (John 14:12-14).  Jesus promises that 
whatever we ask as His ambassadors he will do it.  Asking as his representatives 
means asking as guided by His Spirit and having God’s glory as a goal.  We never have 
to fear that God will ignore our requests, even when his answer may not match our 
expectations.

Jesus said, “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also” (John 14:2-3).  Jesus promises a glorious home for all who follow 
him.  We never have to fear being left out or rejected in our life with Jesus.

As our passage in 1 Peter says, God’s goal in all of this is that we become more and 
more like our King, Jesus.  All of these promises have our goodness and maturity in 
mind, not fulfilling our desires for ease or comfort.  Even in difficult times God may be 
at work shaping and guiding us into his pattern for our lives.  But even then, 

… we are not abandoned or alone - God both listens to us and walks with us,

… we are not powerless - God gives us His strength through the Holy Spirit and prayer,

… we are not victims - we are being shaped into the image of Jesus,

… we are not lost - we are on the pathway to a future so amazing it will take our breath 
away.

Thank God for his great and precious promises.


